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An Exciting Time to Be at Comer Children’s Hospital
As a Level 1 Trauma Center, the University of Chicago Medicine Comer Children's Hospital provides
immediate, highly specialized pediatric emergency services, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The
state-of-the-art pediatric emergency facility is the newest in Chicago. It features the latest diagnostic
and treatment equipment to provide comprehensive emergency care.
Through the emergency department, physicians with the Section of Pediatric Emergency Medicine care
for acutely ill or injured children and teens. Our emergency department is the only Level 1 Pediatric
Trauma Center on the South Side of Chicago that treats more than 35,000 patients each year, including
hundreds with complex trauma injuries. Fully equipped air medical transport is also available for
critically injured patients in surrounding areas.
In addition to significant and far-reaching clinical impact in the region, Pediatric Emergency Medicine
(PEM) is also an integral part of an academic institution dedicated to next-generation physician leaders,
as well as scientific discoveries through basic, translational and clinical research.
The University of Chicago is nestled in the Hyde Park neighborhood, just seven miles south of downtown
Chicago. Hyde Park is a historic area known for its political and social activism, strong sense of
community, and many historic and architectural landmarks. It has been cited as one of the most racially
and economically integrated urban communities in the United States. Hyde Park boasts many museums
and cultural institutions, a wide variety of cafes and bakeries, and a large number of one-of-a-kind shops
and independent bookstores.
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Pediatric Emergency Medicine
We treat more than 35,000 patients each year, including hundreds with complex trauma injuries. Our
faculty and clinical providers lead an interdisciplinary team of pediatric specialists, nurses, social
workers, technicians, pharmacists, child life specialists and chaplains to provide a full spectrum of care.
This team works together to swiftly triage and provide compassionate care, information and resources
to patients and their families.
Along with providing exemplary patient care, Pediatric Emergency Medicine faculty are dedicated to
furthering the advancement of their specialty through research, academic pursuits, their own education
and teaching the next generations of pediatric and emergency medicine physicians. The section’s faculty
organize routine continuing education lectures that feature a content expert on a specific aspect, new
research or best practice in the specialty. Valuing the rich academic community of Chicago, the faculty
frequently invite local content experts to share their scholarship and forte, and in turn, give lectures at
neighboring institutions and other health care agencies.

General Information and Statistics




The ED treats 35,000 patients annually
58% of ED patients seen are high acuity (level 1 and 2)
11% of ED patients seen are admitted to the hospital
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The University of Chicago Aeromedical Network provides helicopter transport of adult and
pediatric patients either from an emergency locale or from other hospitals transferring
patients to our medical center. More than 750 patients are transported annually
Core faculty have departmental and/or divisional leadership roles: Associate Chair for
Education, Director of the Pediatric Residency Training Program, Medical Director for UCMC
Emergency Preparedness
A developmental and behavioral pediatrician provides assistance to very young children and
their parents who can benefit from the “Fussy Baby” model and training
A fast-track module within the ED is staffed by an APN to enhance workflow
Child Life specialists bring tablet devices to provide information as well as entertainment to
help children cope with the overall experience during procedures in the ED
Ongoing multicenter clinical research studies are in place for developmental and behavioral
pediatric, orthopedics, infectious diseases and the Harris School of Public Policy
Social workers are supported during peak periods each day
The patient advocacy program streamlines subspecialty appointments needed for patients
PEM is certified by the State of Illinois as an Emergency Department Approved for Pediatrics
Fellowship Training Program is a three-year ACGME accredited fellowship program. All slots
are filled each year. The program was reaccredited for a full term through 2021. Fellows
graduate with the knowledge and the clinical, procedural, research, communication and
administrative skills to pursue an academic career in pediatric emergency medicine
The Stroger Hospital for Cook County rotates its pediatric residents through our ED for
training. This unique relationship underscores the high quality educational program offered
at Comer Children’s Hospital
As part of the Illinois Emergency Department Asthma Collaborative, our faculty was
instrumental in the initiative that led to the formation of the Illinois Emergency Department
Asthma Surveillance Project. Faculty are also actively engaged in Coordinated Healthcare
Interventions for Childhood Asthma Gaps in Outcomes. This collaborative trial includes
Chicago’s major medical centers, the Department of Public Health, the Chicago Asthma
Consortium and many others. The outcomes project compares ED interventions for asthma
done at home in young children
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Trauma Information








The only Level I Pediatric Trauma Center on the South Side of Chicago
261 trauma cases in 2016: 206 blunt trauma and 53 penetrating trauma
An Adult Level 1 Trauma Center is under construction and anticipated to open in 2018.
Selwyn O. Rogers, Jr., MD, MPH, FACS, serves as the Chief of the Section for Trauma & Acute
Care Surgery, and is the founding Director of the University of Chicago Medicine Trauma
Center. Dr. Rogers is widely published on health disparities and the impact of race and
ethnicity on surgical outcomes
For children who are victims of violence, Trauma-Informed Care services provide traumafocused psychological intervention and assistance for these children and their families. This
program is headed by a clinical psychologist and is supported by a federal grant from the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
For children who may have suffered child abuse or neglect, there are two PEM physicians
board-certified and trained in pediatric emergency medicine and child abuse. They are
members of the Child Protective Services program which evaluates children on consultation
to any of the inpatient services, outpatient clinics or the PED. They also serve as a
community resource, providing education and training for to child welfare agencies, police
departments and community pediatricians. This program evaluates about 600 cases each
year and works closely with the police department and the State of Illinois Department of
Children and Family Services
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Department of Pediatrics
We are committed to providing superior, compassionate healthcare to all the children, enabling each
child to achieve his or her full potential. To honor our promise to always put our patients first and to be
ever mindful of each child’s dignity and individuality, we must also be at the forefront of transformative
discovery and innovation in pediatric medicine. We strive to provide the education and training
experience that distinguishes great pediatricians from good ones and to foster the next generation of
national and international leaders in child health. And our impact extends beyond Comer Children’s
Hospital patients as we work to enhance the healthy well-being of all children in our community.
Our faculty, which includes more than 130 full-time faculty members and postdoctoral researchers, is
second to none. Our dedicated physicians have been nationally ranked in U.S. News & World Report’s
Best Children’s Hospitals in three pediatric specialties: cancer, diabetes and endocrinology, and
neurology and neurosurgery. We’ve been awarded our sixth consecutive A grade in hospital safety by
The Leapfrog Group. And many from our department have been among the more than 100 physicians at
the University of Chicago Medicine recognized as “Top Doctors” by Chicago magazine.
Without research, the care we deliver will only be as good as our current outcomes—and that simply
isn’t good enough. In addition to teaching medical students, residents and fellows, our faculty conduct
cutting-edge translational and clinical research, assisted by world-class research resources. We believe
we must innovate to succeed, and we set a high bar for rigorous scholarship. Our researchers’ close
integration with basic scientists creates a bench-to-bedside culture that allows us to swiftly bring
discoveries to the clinic.
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The department’s basic, translational and clinical research is characterized by a fundamental
commitment to original inquiry. Current areas of research include developmental cardiology, cancer
biology and therapeutics, sickle cell disease, cellular therapeutics, infection in the critically ill child,
epilepsy, sleep, informatics, development and injury in the neonate, the microbiome, and health
outcomes research.

The continuing evolution of the Department of Pediatrics at the University of Chicago Medicine is briefly
outlined below. For a more in depth look, 2016 Department of Pediatrics Annual Report is available
here: https://issuu.com/communitybenefit-ucm/docs/comer-childrens-hospital-annualrep?e=5135547/45637684






1930 – The Department of Pediatrics was initiated, and the 80-bed Bobs Roberts Memorial
Hospital opened to serve pediatric patients
1931 – Joseph Bolivar DeLee, MD, the father of modern obstetrical care, established his
maternity facility, the Chicago Lying-in Hospital at the University of Chicago. He opened one of
the nation’s first premature infant nurseries and pioneered the study of toxemia in pregnancy
1967 – Wyler Children’s Hospital was opened. In subsequent years, its name was changed to The
University of Chicago Children’s Hospital
1972 – Janet Rowley, MD, discovered the first “translocation” between chromosomes 8 and 21
in patients with acute myeloblastic leukemia, and also found a cancer-causing gene had moved
from chromosome 9 to 22
1989 – The first living-donor liver transplant was performed. The procedure was done on a
pediatric patient. Subsequently, more than 150 such surgeries have been performed, mostly for
young children
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1993 – The first liver transplant from an unrelated living donor, a close family friend of a 9-yearold boy with cystic fibrosis
2005 – The University of Chicago Medicine Comer Children’s Hospital opens. This state-of-theart, 161-bed inpatient facility also includes outpatient clinics. This new facility replaced The
University of Chicago Children’s (Wyler Children’s) Hospital
2005 – The first trans-catheter pulmonary valve replacement in the United States was
performed by the pediatric cardiology team. While traditional valve replacement surgery
requires opening the patient’s chest, stopping the heart and maintaining circulation with
cardiopulmonary bypass, this procedure was completed on a beating heart, without the use of a
heart-lung machine
The only Level 1 Pediatric Trauma Center on the South Side of Chicago is housed within Comer
Children’s Hospital
Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit has 47 ICU beds and 24 transitional care beds
Resident and fellowship education: In addition to the Core Pediatric Residency Program of 71
(plus three chief residents), there is also the Medical/Pediatrics Residency Program of 16
trainees shared between Pediatrics and Medicine. There are 11 subspecialty programs training
53 fellows each year
The residency program is the only one in the nation which offers an optional four-year program,
allowing residents to concurrently seek a master of public policy or a master of health
economics or public policy, or a master’s degree in health professions education
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The Biological Sciences Division
We encompass a wide range of fields of inquiry spanning the basic biological sciences and clinical
disciplines. Our basic, translational and clinical research enterprise is characterized by a fundamental
commitment to original inquiry. We provide a full spectrum of education—collegiate, graduate, medical,
and postgraduate—characterized by a passionate commitment to rigorous scholarship and
interdisciplinary effort.
Our faculty is among the very finest in the nation, and we have several top academic and research
programs, including the highly ranked University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine (#15 in U.S.
News & World Report) and biological sciences graduate programs (#14 in U.S. News & World Report).
Our highly ranked graduate programs include ecology and evolution (#4), and paleontology (#1).

The Pritzker School of Medicine
At the University of Chicago, in an atmosphere of interdisciplinary scholarship and discovery, the
Pritzker School of Medicine is dedicated to inspiring diverse students of exceptional promise to become
leaders and innovators in science and medicine for the betterment of humanity.
Currently ranked 15th in the country, our medical school has long been regarded as one of our nation’s
preeminent medical schools for our outstanding education, contributions to scientific knowledge, and
state-of-the-art patient care. As part of our Scholarship & Discovery Program, we require all singledegree students to complete a scholarly project, which offers extraordinary opportunity for
collaboration between faculty and top-tier medical students. In addition to many funding opportunities
for scholarships and research for students, the medical school offers a robust program of service in the
community, including minority pre-med mentorship, as well as a Pritzker Service Fellowship.
Our students say our academic and research reputation, the quality of our faculty, and the success of
our graduates all influenced their decision to choose Pritzker for their medical education. In addition,
they cite these five distinctive attributes that set us apart from other medical schools.
Size
We have one of the smaller student bodies in US medical schools, with 88 students per incoming class.
This small size allows for close interactions and opportunities for collaboration between students,
faculty, advisors, administration, and hospital staff.
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Location
The Pritzker School of Medicine is one of few medical schools to be located physically on its University
campus, offering both intellectual and social advantages to students who spend their medical school
years at the center of the University. Most importantly the opportunity for interdisciplinary work is
outstanding – the law school, the business school, the school of public policy, the humanities division
are located within steps of the hospital, providing a rich array of opportunities for our medical students.
Structure
Our school falls under the umbrella of the Biological Sciences Division; this relationship fully grounds our
teaching in the sciences, meaning that as future physicians, students will be able to base treatments on
a more basic understanding of any given disease, translating it from bench to bedside.
Community
We strive to create an open, inquisitive, and welcoming learning environment. These efforts manifest
themselves not only in the classroom and the lab, but also in extracurricular activities and community
service. Our students take an active role in student governance and student life, and maintain a
commitment to leadership after they graduate. Every year, about 15-20 alumni become chief residents,
and 34% of our graduates become faculty at their residential institution—among the highest
percentages in the nation.
Diversity
Our commitment to diversity is reflected in the wide range of backgrounds, hometowns, interests, and
life experiences of our student body. We believe that the most valuable and enriching conversations
happen when you bring a variety of voices to the table. Our students speak more than 14 languages and
come from 38 states around the country; they are between 21 and 35 years old; and 18-20% are from
backgrounds underrepresented in medicine.
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The University of Chicago
The University of Chicago is a community of scholars dedicated to research, academic excellence, and
the pursuit and cultivation of learning. The university’s culture of inquiry thrives on intellectual rigor,
diverse perspectives, extensive civic and research partnerships, and global reach. Founded in 1890, the
university now is comprised of the college, plus five major divisions, seven schools and 173 focused or
interdisciplinary centers and institutes. The main campus covers 217 acres, seven miles south of the
city’s main business district. Known for being the teacher of teachers, the university’s motto is Crescat
scientia;vita excolatur, let knowledge grow from more to more; and so be human life enriched.








Enrollment: 5,500 undergraduate and 9,800 graduate students
The first president of the university, William Rainey Harper, incorporated into the early
charter a strong commitment to gender equality and an atmosphere of nonsectarianism and
inclusion
The first self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction took place at the University of Chicago in
1942. The location is marked by a Henry Moore sculpture on Ellis Avenue between 56th and
57th Streets
Awards: Faculty, researchers and alumni have earned nearly 90 Nobel Prizes and 50
MacArthur “genius” grants
The first American to win the Nobel Prize in any of the sciences, Albert A. Michaelson (1907)
measured the speed of light
The first sociology department in the United States was established here in 1892
The first Heisman trophy was awarded to a University of Chicago college senior, Jay
Berwanger

Tuition Remission for Dependent Children: As a faculty member, the university offers a strong tuition
remission plan for dependent children. It covers eight semesters or 12 quarters of college leading to a
bachelor’s degree. The maximum benefit cannot exceed 85% the undergraduate tuition in effect at the
University of Chicago at the time tuition is due and payable. The benefit also covers at least a 50%
tuition remission for dependent children attending the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools which
covers nursery school through high school.
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Chicago
Chicago is a world-class commercial, industrial and cultural city of 2.7 million people. It is a 240-squaremile city with 26 miles of predominantly public park land adjacent to Lake Michigan. The downtown
area of the city is known as “The Loop,” referring to the area encircled by elevated train track. Chicago is
the most important passenger and freight transport hub in the country, with the largest number of air
departures and the most rail traffic in the nation. Its economy is robust and diverse. The Chicago
Mercantile Exchange is the largest such exchange in the nation. More than 30 Fortune 500 companies
representing a wide range of industries have their headquarters here. Factories and warehouses extend
for miles from the downtown area; and it is also a major center for small manufacturing, business and
business start-up opportunities

History
Chicago has an extraordinary sense of history and historic preservation. Over the years, our city has
been a laboratory for architectural innovation and experimentation with significant skyscrapers,
museums, theaters, bridges, homes, schools, houses of worship and parks. Historic Route 66 begins in
downtown Chicago. In many ways, the city is a living museum and a monument to American urban
history.
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Architecture



The Prairie School residential architectural style, which originated in Chicago, uses horizontal
lines, overhanging eaves, horizontal window bands and integration into the landscape. Its most
famous proponent is Frank Lloyd Wright, whose home and studio is in nearby Oak Park
The Chicago School introduced new technologies of innovative steel-frame construction and
spatial aesthetics for commercial buildings

Attractions, Arts & Culture







Modeled after the world’s first Ferris wheel, which debuted in Hyde Park on the Midway of the
1893 World’s Columbian Exposition, the current Ferris wheel at Chicago’s Navy Pier is 150-feet
high, with heated cars each holding eight to 10 people
Chicago is known as “the city in a garden.” With 25 acres of awe-inspiring landscape,
breathtaking architecture and an iconic collection of public art, Millennium Park is Chicago’s
premier green space. The park presents dozens of free events and programs including art
installations, outdoor concerts, films screenings, alfresco workouts and more
Chicago is famous in the performing arts for its outstanding symphony and opera companies, as
well as the invention or advancement of the blues, gospel, jazz and soul music, which can be
heard nightly in live Chicago music venues throughout the city
Chicago is also known for its robust theater scene with excellent local theaters, including the
Goodman and Steppenwolf, as well as the Broadway in Chicago series, which has a standing
show of Hamilton
Chicago’s comedy scene is responsible for launching the careers of such famous performers as
John Belushi, Steve Carell, Stephen Colbert, Tina Fey and many others. Traditional stand-up,
competitive improv and sketch can be found at The Second City, Zanies, ComedySportz and
Chicago's other top comedy clubs

Dining




Culinary contributions known worldwide include the Chicago-style hot dog, the Italian beef
sandwich and deep-dish pizza
Chicago’s dynamic restaurant scene features celebrity chefs, world-renowned restaurants and
ethnic dining from around the globe
Alinea was rated by Elite Traveler and Laurent Perrier Magazine as the best restaurant in the
world in 2013, with chefs who have been the most influential in the past decade. Michelin gave
them a 3-star rating four years in a row

Sports & Recreation


Named by Sporting Scene magazine as “the best sports city,” Chicago boasts passionate fans,
star players, and the 2016 World Series champs, the Chicago Cubs. Other teams include the
Chicago White Sox baseball team, the Chicago Bulls basketball team and the Chicago Blackhawks
hockey team, winner of the Stanley Cup in 2010, 2013 and 2015
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16” softball, played without gloves, was invented in Chicago
Lake Michigan, the country’s largest freshwater lake, is 300 miles long and 180 miles wide, and
provides many recreational opportunities

Cost of Living Comparisons
For all that Chicago has to offer, it is an amazingly affordable city. Below are selected cities for
comparison, 100 being the national average across all categories.

Chicago
New York
Cincinnati
Seattle
Dallas

Overall
111
180
86
177
95

Groceries
110.8
125
100.6
110.2
97.6

Health
101
110
102
116
117

Housing
112
313
61
315
80

Utilities
105
128
91
94
120

Transport
122
107
101
113
99

Misc.
106
120
95
113
100
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